Special meeting focuses on $11 million bypass project

BY DON SIMMONS
} don@altustimes.com

The Jackson County

: —~Board of Commissioners

held a special meeting
Thursday, July 25, to dis-
cuss the transportation
problems in Altus along
highway US. 283, that
includes improving the
roads of Tamarack, Mar-
ket, Carver and Ridge-
crest.

The Altus Transpor-
tation Task Force was a
group comprised of the
Jackson County Commis-
sioners, members of the
City of Altus, the Altus
Chamber of Commerce,
the Circuit Engineering
District #7 and others.

The group’s plan for

highway US. 283 has
been in works since June

‘30, 2016, that features lo-

cal government officials
of Altus and the state of
Oklahoma. The plan ad-
dresses the heavy traffic
passing through Altus
that has become a con-
tinuous problem, causing
numerous accidents. The
National Highway Traffic
Safety  Administration
found that an estimated
342,000 trucks nationwide
were involved in acci-
dents 2013,

In 2013 and 2014, the
city of Altus reported
having high traffic fatal-
ities on highway U.S. 62,
the main east-west artery
through the town and
part of highway U.S. 283.

In both years, Altushad a
higher rate of vehicles in-
volved in fatal accidents
per 100,000 population
than the state average for
Oklahoma.

Members of the task
force filed for a grant in
2018 but it was eventual-
ly turned down stating
its disapproval was part-
Iy due to it being rushed
and alack of communica-
tion. Last week’s meeting
was an effort to resubmit
the grant request and to
make it more appealing.

Glen Winters, one of
the original members
of the task force and an
agent for the Cklahoma
Farm Bureau Insurance,
said it must be a joint
project to be completed.

“Everybody has to buy
in, Winters said. “we
have to work together,
and I think things go for-
ward quicker if we are all
in unity.”

The group discussed
the goal of the initiative is
to help create a truck loop
in Altus on the west side
of town. The meeting’s
purpose was to begin a
discussion with those in
attendance on finding
funding sources that can
help with those potential
road improvements.

The board handed out
a book titled “Altus Eco-
nomic Loop” during the
meeting that provided a
background of the proj-
ect, that includes fund-
ing, its economic impor-

tance and guidelines.
The statement 1
ported the mix of tre
tor-frailers,  motoris
pedestrians and bic
clists has not been sa
The report found th
more than 16,000 truc.
and cars go through t}
center of town daily. A
cording to the group, se
arating truck traffic fro
this route is an econom
benefit, allowing citize;
of Altus to travel easier
Installing a truck b
pass for highway U.8. 2
and ensuring the sal
ty of the southweste
community has been
top priority for the boar
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! to help lessen the truck

traffic by re-rouiing heavy
trucks traveling north
and south on highway U.S.
283 o the west of Altus.
The City of Ajtug’ US.
Highway 283 Bypass proj-
ect is proposed to he a

. five-mile, two-phase proj-
© ect costing more than $11
© willon.

The conmnissioners

hope to receive help from

{ a grant and use their
! funds available from the
¢ Jackson County account

at the Oklahema Depart-
ment of Transporialion
(ONOQT) under the County
Improvement for Roads
and Bridges (CIRB) fund
created by Oklahnma Leg-
islature in 2006,

In a lefter of support
from the ODOP Execuiive
Piverior Michael Patier-
son. he stated $6.5 million
in CIRR {funds are avail

¢ abls for the project- tak.
ing up more than half the
¢ tolad cost of hoth Phase )
© and Phaes 2 of the project.

Phase 1 of the puaj
eol cansiste of drain and

crtaee consirnetion for

roughly three miles of
yoadway, estimating to be
abuut $7 million. Phase 2
will be solely completed
with Joeal funds with no
federal assistance needed
and will congist of drain
and surface construction
fur approsimately iwo
mites of roadway.
Members of the task
fovee group and other sup
porters of the project are
asking for federal assis-
tance of $5 million to cov-
er Phase 1, Any cost ex-
veading the stafed wnount
will he reserved hy the
tocal and state funds to
match the fedoeral coniri-

hation.
Atas is required  {o
maich fedaral contribu

tinus hy 20 percent. Mem-
hers of the board are
cormiried to spending $2
wittion of the $7 million
amatchof 238 5 pereent.
fkiahoma Department
of Transporisiion repre
aoniative Tirng fates lilked
the homed'a
goitg after o grant Jast
sd thai even though
ot sueesssing, they

injtiaiive of

nead touo baedt affer i
v added thal ODOT
Fade with
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hack to their community.

After, twuch discussion
the hoard decided to take
the same route they pre-
viously did in 2016 and
ereate another task force
to help move the project
along quicker. This time
around members planned
to learn from last vear’s
mistakes to help assure
the project gets the funds
and resources needed to

get done.
The meeting featured
guests  including  Sen.

Prent Boward, niembers
from Circuil Engineering
Diatrict 7, Attus Chamber
of Commerce President
Rodger Retr, Altus City
Manager Javice Cain and
mangy more.

The Jackson - County
HBoard of Comnissioners
hope 10 see the project he-
gin production next sum-
mer. Tt is pojected that
[*hase 1 of ihe project will
take two vears to be com-
pored, Phase 2is antiepat-
e e commence immedi-
ately afterwards.

Thes colthnissioners
pneat weekly at the Jack-
som County  Courthouose,
161 N Main St For more
informaation call (AR 482

County for over 112 years

WEDNESDAY, JULY 31, 2019




